New York State ENA Council Meeting Minutes
August 16, 2025

Attendees: All board members were present and accounted for, along with 25 participants.
1. Callto Order:

The meeting was called to order by President Wendy Thompson.

2. Welcome & Introductions:

President Thompson welcomed attendees. New members were invited to identify
themselves, though none came forward. It was noted that board members and committee
chairs would be introduced throughout the meeting.

3. Adoption of Agenda:
A motion was made and seconded to accept the agenda. The motion carried.
4. Past Meeting Minutes:

The Secretary, Christopher Sorrentino, confirmed that the February and April 2025 meeting
minutes had been sent out via Constant Contact. Attendees were asked if they had any
questions or concerns regarding the minutes. Hearing none, a motion to accept the
minutes was made and seconded. The motion carried.

5. Conflict of Interest:
No conflicts of interest were declared.
6. In Memory of Ray Briggs:

A moment of silence was observed in loving memory of Ray Briggs, former ENPC Chair and
a beloved mentor. Eileen Breckenridge, President-Elect, offered a heartfelt tribute:

e Raywas very active in education, passionate about ENA and rural nursing.
e He worked at Pomeroy, teaching nurses and ER program residents.

e He built an organizer for his suburban to carry teaching materials.

e He was awonderful friend, offering support during personal crises.

e His mark on ENA will never be forgotten.

7. National ENA Liaison Report (Rachael Smith, MSN, RN, CEN, CCRN, CPEN, CNE, NPD-
BC, TCRN):

e Rachael Smith, National ENA Board Liaison from Connecticut, provided the
following updates:
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Shared her contact information for questions and transparency.
Brand Guidelines: Provided the ENA Brand Guidelines in the chat to assist
with logo usage questions: https://www.ena.org/membership/resources-

council-chapter-leaders/ena-brand-center/guidelines

o General Assembly (GA): The handbook outlining seven resolutions was
distributed. Delegate competency was released yesterday and is strongly
encouraged to be completed by September 15th. A new live virtual option is
available for the conference, allowing remote participation.

o Elections: The slate of candidates was announced on Monday, with voting
reopening from September 16th to 19th, coinciding with the conference.

o Lantern Awards: Congratulated New York on having 11 Lantern Award
recipients this year

o Leadership Conference: Will be held in Dallas from January 28th to 30th. The
call for contentis now open.

o CEO Succession Plan: A plan and timeline were approved by the board in July
and will be finalized in August.

o Volunteer Groups: Volunteer group charges and a call for volunteers will
open mid-August and close at the end of September, with exciting changes
noted.

8. President’s Report (Wendy Thompson, DNP, RN, CPHQ, NEA-BC, CEN, EMT):

President Thompson expressed gratitude for the significant work done by committee
chairs, board members, and all members.

Committee Engagement: She plans to schedule individual touch-base meetings
with committee chairs to ensure ongoing communication and support.

Board of Directors: Thanked the board for their dedication and willingness to
collaborate on decisions.

Member Support: Emphasized her availability to members for support, ideas, and
concerns, citing recent examples of members reaching out. Her phone number is
listed on the slides.

Email: The president's email account automatically forwards her personal accounts
for a quick response.

9. Highlights of 2025:

President Thompson provided a reflection on key events:


https://www.ena.org/membership/resources-council-chapter-leaders/ena-brand-center/guidelines
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e Leadership Conference: Attended by several members, providing a valuable
learning experience.

e Setting the Pace (STP) Conference:

e Photos from the event were shared on Facebook and sent to Grey Goose for wider
access.

e Adam Lawrence highlighted the success of multiple simultaneous speakers, skill
sessions, workshops, the largest vendor hall, the conference party, Nashville
speakers, and the Nurse Honor Guard’s participation.

e ATown Hall facilitated heartfelt discussions on ED challenges.

e Approximately 230 participants (including vendors and speakers) attended (Sue
Breese clarified ~160 attendees, with 153 in classrooms).

e Feedback indicated ultrasound workshops were a major success.

e 21 "Educational Incentive Program" (formerly scholarships) were awarded to nursing
students and first-time RN attendees.

e Dayonthe Hill: A successful advocacy day for those who attended, despite a
scheduling conflict with the STP conference.

NYSENA Summit:

e Held yesterday, August 15th, in New York City.

e Jonathan Nover (Government Affairs Chair, reported by President) stated the
summit was under budget with many sponsorships, drawing 130 participants (from
over 200 registered).

e CE certificates were distributed, and two ENA memberships and two Conference
2026 tickets were given away.

e Guest speakers included Jennifer Schmitz (ENA Chief Clinical Officer), Marilyn
Dollinger (ANA past President), and Robert Kramer (Director of Government
Relations, ENA National). Patrick Byrne was part of the esteemed panel.

e Legislative Update: The New York State Hospital Violence Prevention Program
(S4909B/A474) passed the Senate and Assembly and is currently on the governor's
desk for signature.

e Attendees praised the summit’s "incredible energy" and "magic," suggesting it
become an annual event to bring the organization's presence to New York City. The
topic of workplace violence was particularly timely and well-received.

10. ENA NY Medical Missions Trip (Sophia Specht, MSN, AGACNP, CEN, VA-BC):
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Sophia Specht announced and discussed the upcoming medical mission trip to the
Dominican Republic (October 25th — November 1st).

The trip is in conjunction with the Foundation Review, providing primary medical care to
underserved Dominican and Haitian communities.

The team consists of approximately 14 individuals, including ER nurses, EMTs, and
students. Spots are still available.

The team is collecting hygiene supplies (washcloths, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap,
sanitary pads).

A question was raised regarding the use of the NYSENA logo on team T-shirts, especially for
non-ENA members. Wendy Thompson will look into the logo usage guidelines, and Rachael
Smith provided the brand guidelines in the chat. Eileen Breckenridge suggested reaching
out to Colgate for dental kit donations.

11. Upcoming Events:
CEN Review Course: November 19th & 20th ($55). Contact Sue Breese for details.
Setting the Pace Conference 2026: Scheduled for April.

Emergency Nursing 2025 (New Orleans):Delegates attend September 16th-17th;
conference runs September 17th-20th.

October Council Meeting:

° Induction of new officers: October 10th at 6 pm.

° Quarterly Council Meeting: October 11th.

° Location: Holiday Inn Binghamton Downtown. Hybrid attendance option will be
available. Room reservations are open at $149/night under the ENA block. Further
details will be shared via Constant Contact.

12. General Assembly (GA) Details:

e Dates: September 16th and 17th.
e Resolutions: Seven resolutions will be reviewed.
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Delegates: All 34 member slots and one alternate slot were filled. Currently, one
alternate space is open due to an unavoidable absence; interested members
should contact Wendy Thompson.

Attire: New white shirts have been approved for delegates for day two, in addition to
the blue shirts from last year.

Delegate Activities: A debrief lunch is planned for September 16th. First-time
delegates will be paired with experienced members. Online education (a
requirement) was released yesterday. A Zoom meeting for delegates to review
resolutions is scheduled for August 21st, with the link to be sent out by Monday. A
WhatsApp group for delegates is being established.

13. Additional Items Gina L. Campanella, Esq

Eileen Breckenridge introduced Gina Campanella, Esq., a healthcare attorney who
will serve as counsel for the NYSENA Council.

Expertise: Gina specializes in healthcare law and has a team with various
specialties, including a 501(c)(3) attorney.

Services: She will provide education presentations (including on 501(c)(3)
compliance), employment direction for members, and a financial lawyer for
personal finance presentations. She also serves as counsel for the New Jersey ENA
Council, NJ ASAP, and multiple EMS agencies.

Process: The Council is working on a written process for utilizing legal services.

14. Board of Directors Reports:

President-Elect (Eileen Breckenridge, RN):

Awards Committee: Working to submit New York State members for national ENA
awards. Committee members include Anne Wall and Grace Botta.

Community Engagement: Looking to partner with underserved populations in
Saratoga to provide supportive donations during the conference.

Immediate Past President (Patrick Byrne, BSN, RN, MEP, CHEC):

Expressed satisfaction with the success of the NYSENA Summit.

Elections: Nominations opened this week and will remain open until a few days
before the conference. Candidate information submitted will be available on the
ballot.
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Treasurer (Dawna Scheich, BS, RN):

e Financials: The current total balance is $431,950. The 990 form has been posted to
the website.

e Conference Finances (Discussion): Mary Ann Teeter inquired about the financial
breakdown of the STP conference. Dawna confirmed a loss of approximately
$40,000 for the conference. It was agreed that Dawna and Mary Ann would work
together to prepare a detailed breakdown for presentation at the next conference
committee meeting on September 8th.

Secretary (Chris Sorrentino, MS, MSN, RN, FNP, TCRN):

e Requested committee chairs to update their membership spreadsheets to facilitate
distribution list creation.

e Continued to post important dates and information to Constant Contact and the
New York State website calendar.

Board Member at Large (Carolyn Dixon, DNP, MS, RN, APRN, FNP-BC, CEN, TCRN,
NYSAFE):

e Organized the delegate luncheon for Day 1 of the General Assembly in New Orleans,
noting it is a walkable distance from the conference venue.

Board Member at Large (Vepuka Kauari, DNP, RN, CEN):
e No specific report focused on preparing for the upcoming conference.

Parliamentarian (Sue Chalupa-Breese, MICP, BSN, RN, CPEN, SANE, EMT-PCE):

e No specific report.

15. Committee Reports
Conference Committee Chair/ Education Committee Chair - Sue Chalupa-Breese

e Conference Committee: Meets on the second Monday of each month at 7 pm.

e Received abstracts for speakers.
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e Ultrasound workshops confirmed for STP 2026.

e Mercy Flight and Stryker 18-wheeler confirmed to perform trauma scenarios.

e Vendors are signing up.

e A Western-themed party is planned.

e A'"welcome wagon" with local information for Saratoga Springs is being developed.

e The "Educational Incentive Program" (formerly scholarships) application information
will be released soon.

e Education Committee: Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 7 pm.

e Has offered five educational opportunities this year.

e Currently seeking a speaker for August. CEUs are offered for some sessions.

TNCC/Trauma Chair (Mary Ann Teeter, MSEd, FNP-C, CEN, SCRN, FAEN):

e Meetings: Next committee meeting is September 11th.

e Course Statistics: 42 TNCC courses and 9 ENPC courses are scheduled for the
remainder of the year. From August 2024 to August 2025, 1,852 TNCC providers
completed courses, with a 92% pass rate (1,703 passing).

e TNAC (Trauma Nursing Advanced Course): Will be held in Syracuse on October
16th-17th, hosted by SUNY Upstate. New York State is subsidizing attendees.

e National Trauma Course: Now uses the 300 curriculum, including an exam and
scenario. Has been taught internationally (e.g., Abu Dhabi).

Membership and Foundation Chair (Mickey Forness, BS, RN, CEN, EMT-P):

e Membership: Currently has 1,944 members, including 9 new TNCC instructors who
received memberships.

e Foundation: Donated $7,230 to the ENA Foundation (placing 8th nationally). The
9/11 scholarship fund currently holds $159,000.

EMS Committee Co-Chairs (Maryanne Portoro, BS, RN and Mickey Forness, BS, RN, CEN,
EMT-P):

e Noreport at this time; a meeting is scheduled in two weeks.

Communication Chair (Rachael Maass, EMBA):



New York State ENA Council Meeting Minutes
August 16, 2025

(Rachel Maass not present). Pictures from Setting the Pace were sent to Grey
Goose and posted on Facebook. Chris Sorrentino inquired about creating a
permanent photo repository on Grey Goose for member access and future use.

16. National Committees (Discussion):

Lantern Committee (Marina Grennen, Mel Wilson, Wendy Thompson): Many NY
hospitals received Lantern Awards. New requirements for next year will include
more metrics and a focus on healthy work environments, with details available by
mid-November. Chris Sorrentino provided feedback that the current application
window (closing around the holidays) is challenging due to staff availability and viral
season, suggesting an earlier opening or later closing. Eileen Breckenridge
suggested a panel discussion or educational session by past Lantern Award winners
to assist other hospitals with the application process.

National Scholarship Committee (Wendy Thompson): Notifications for national
scholarships were recently sent out.

National Clinical Practice Guidelines (CPG) Committee (Carolyn Dixon): The
synopsis on pediatric pain has been released. The committee is working on blood
culture contamination and assessment of hypothermia and is seeking ideas for
future CPGs.

National Leadership Committee (Vepuka Kauari): Currently focusing on emergency
department boarding solutions, drawing from the age IQ summit.

17. Open Forum / New Business:

Journal of Emergency Nursing (JEN): Vepuka Kauari encouraged more submissions
from New York State members to the JEN, noting great work in the state but limited
submissions for review.

Ray Briggs Memorial Lecture: Eileen Breckenridge announced that the Awards
Committee is proposing an annual "Ray Briggs Memorial Lecture" at the Setting the
Pace conference. This lecture would honor Ray Briggs's memory by featuring a
speaker on pediatric or rural emergency nursing, aligning with his passions. The
proposal was met with unanimous positive feedback and offers of support from the
council.

A member joyfully announced that their newly ordered shirt had just been delivered.

18. Adjournment:
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e A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded. The meeting was
adjourned on a positive note.

Minutes prepared and respectfully submitted by:
Christopher Sorrentino, RN

Secretary, NYS ENA



